
Our school has an 

excellent drama club. 

The team is selected by  

a lottery system. I was 

lucky to be selected this 

year to join the Drama 

club. The club puts on a 

show every year. This 

year's school play was 

Annie Jr.  

It was directed by Ms. 

Burt and Ms. Diane and 

some of the Aprende 

students volunteered to 

help. They used a script 

from Broadway for 

Annie Jr. Annie was first 

made as a comic strip in 

1924 by Harold Gray. 

Then in 1977 it was 

showed on Broadway. It 

was an instant hit; it ran 

for six years. Soon after 

play, Annie Jr. the movie 

got released in 1983. 

The setting of the play 

was during the Great 

Depression. It shows a 

different age and very 

different views of life.   

This year the main 

characters were played  

by: Annie - Emma; Mr. 

Warbucks - Ethan; Grace 

Ferrall - Lily; Miss 

Hanigan - Bella; Rooster - 

Frankie; Lily St. Regis - 

Peyton.  

This year the school play 

was a pretty good work of 

the original play. A Lot of 

people put in a great deal 

of effort to put this play 

together. The songs and 

dances were all done really 

well. Everybody was well 

coordinated and nobody 

missed any steps. It was all 

done right.  But there were 

some technical problems 

in the play. There were 

times when the 

microphones did not work 

February Issue 
Volume 5 Issue 5 

Inside this issue: 

Girl Scout cookies 

 

2 

Valentines Day 2 

Book review 

 
3 

Presidents Day 3 

Chess club 3 

Poetry contest 4 

Groundhog Day 4 

Black History Month  5 

Chinese New Year 5 

Mallet  Masters 5 

Picture of 1st grade field 

trip 
6 

 Chinese New Year 

 Black History Month 

 Chess Club 

—

and many struggled to 

hear the dialogues. And 

another thing I saw was 

that there was 

occasionally someone 

walking up onstage trying 

to fix things. During the 

play there were a few 

awkward silences.  

Overall the play was done 

well. Made quite a few 

the students get interested 

in the drama club and also 

made a few want to watch 

the play in bigger settings. 

I went home and watched 

the movie. The first 

chance I get I am going to 

see this play in a big 

theater.  

Thank you so much 

Drama club, Ms. Burt and 

Ms. Diane for this 

experience and all your 

team who gave us this 

experience.  



Thursday, 

February 

14th was a 

day filled 

with          

celebrating 

friendship. All around the 

school friends were                     

exchanging Valentine’s and 

saying thanks for being such 

good friends. In Kindergarten 

they just had fun said Mrs. 

Pancratz  and Ms. Burt said 

they exchanged Valentine’s 

and enjoyed each other in 

MMMMM I love scout 

cookies! Speaking of Girl 

Scout cookies, its Girl 

Scout cookie season. Girl 

scouts are going door to 

door, working at booths and 

calling relatives or friends 

doing everything they can 

to sell Girl Scout cookies. 

There are six kinds of Girl 

Scout cookies thin mints, 
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First Grade. In Second Grade 

students read poetry and made 

Valentine’s cards with their 

footprints for their families. A 

movie and concession stand 

was in the Third Grade and 

Fourth Grade played Arizona 

Bingo and opened Valentine’s. 

Of course Fifth Grade                  

celebrated Valentine’s Day 

too. We munched on yummy 

treats and celebrated our 

friends with sharing and         

opening our Valentine’s Day 

A Correction 

In the January edition of the Gazette Ryan Lerma’s article title was incorrect, the tile should 

have been Martin Luther King not Martian, we apologize for the error. 

…

samosa, tagalongs,            

do-si-dos, trefoils and       

savannah smiles. All these 

cookies are very good but 

almost everybody has a   

favorite. I asked a couple 

friends what their favorite 

type of cookie is and the 

favorite cookie is… Thin 

Mints! Thin Mints are my 

favorite and many other 

people’s     

favorite kind. 

Girl Scout 

cookie season 

is just starting 

so I wouldn’t 

be surprised 

if I saw a girl 

scout selling 

cookies this 

season. 

cards. Even 

though                  

Valentine’s Day 

has come and 

gone remember 

to always              

celebrate             

friendships.  
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Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob 

Buyea is a really good book and I 

encourage you to read it. It is my 

favorite book. It’s kind of sad but 

it has a happy ending. It is about a 

class that got a teacher that is new 

to teaching. They think that the 

teacher that they got is just a      

normal boring old teacher. Later 

into the book they find out that 

the teacher is actually a fun, 

special teacher. Then one 

snowy day an accident          

happened that changed             

everything and everyone. This 

book is   really good and you  

really should read it. 

 

The chess season has started. It is 

called Spring Regional's Series. 

The first set of games were on 

February 16th. It was called Big 

Splash! Our school team won first 

place. And we got a trophy.  

Then we had another one on           

February 23rd. But not a lot of us 

are going for all competitions. We 

have a few more competitions      

coming this spring. The more we 

play in this, we can learn to 

play better. If anybody wants 

to know about them, check 

http:www.chessemporium.co

m/tournaments/. You can see 

the game, the time and how to 

join. You can see who won on 

this link as well. I am going to 

start going for more               

competitions so I can learn, 

maybe win more and our 

school can get 

more prizes and 

trophies. 

On Monday, February 18th our 

nation celebrated President's 

Day. To celebrate banks were 

closed, no mail was delivered 

and we didn't have school. We 

have been celebrating this       

holiday since 1971, before that 

we celebrated George                 

Washington's birthday which is 

on Feb 11th. Some people          

celebrated Abraham         

Lincoln's birthday on Feb 

12th. Now we honor all 

president from the past 

and present on the third        

Monday in February and 

call it President's Day. 



Brisas held their annual poetry 

contest on February 20th. Many 

teachers helped to pick the      

winners and this was not an easy 

job. They picked three students 

from each grade level 1-5 and the 

winners were: 

 

First Grade  

Manasi Vegesna 

Sean Waters 

Joey Hertel 

 

Second Grade 

Gina Lee 

Niah Vasquez 

Seth White 
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Third Grade 

Kayla Diekelman 

Kevin Xi 

Sean Lee 

 

Fourth Grade 

Michael Fuller 

Nicole Perez 

Ally Moon 

                                                    

Fifth Grade 

Mason Cope 

Emily Rugg 

Ethan Dock 

Did Punxsutawney Phil the 

groundhog see his shadow this 

year? No he did not. That 

means it will be an early 

spring. Groundhogs Day is on 

Feb. 2 every year. He has not 

seen his shadow for 16 times. 

We have been celebrating 

Groundhogs Day since 1886. 

Punxsutawney has been            

making predictions for over 

125 years! Punxsutawney 

held its first Groundhogs 

Day in the 1800s. Phil’s  

prediction is correct 100% 

of the time. The story goes, 

Punxsutawney Phil was 

named after King Phillip. 

He was called Br’er                      

 

Congratulations! I think everyone did a 

great job. I want to thank the teachers 

who judged the poetry contest. 

Groundhog. Let’s see what 

next year brings. 

Brian's blog will return next month 



Chinese New Year was celebrated 

on February 10, 2013 this year. 

Chinese New Year is celebrated in 

the first month of the lunar           

calendar. It is also known as the 

Spring Festival. The festival is a 

time to honor deities, which are 

gods, and to honor ancestors. it is 

the longest holiday in China           

lasting for fifteen days. At the 

New Year's Festival, they have 

parades, throw confetti, and have 

fireworks. On the last day of the 

Black History Month is an 

annual celebration of 

achievements by Black 

Americans. Black History 

Month is a month to           

celebrate people like Martin 

Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, 

and  Mr. and Mrs. Obama. 

MLK made us have equal 

rights and to not be judged 

by the color of our skin.    
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Rosa Parks stood up to a 

white person and said 

“No, I will not get out of 

my seat for you” on the 

bus. She got arrested. 

Barack Obama was the 

first black president. 

Michelle Obama was the 

first black First Lady. 

Black History Month is in 

February. The U.S is not 

the only country 

in the world to 

celebrate Black 

History, Canada 

and the United 

Kingdom        

celebrate Black 

History Month. I 

hope we will  

always be           

treated equally. 

festival, it's time for the        

lanterns! The fifteenth day is 

the first full moon of the new 

lunar year and, while there 

are many ideas about where 

the Lantern festival came 

from, the most likely is it had 

something to do with                 

celebrating and working on 

positive relationships                

between people, families, 

nature, and deities, who were 

responsible for bringing and             

returning the light each year.  

Whatever ever the reason was that 

started it, the lanterns are a            

beautiful way to end the New Year 

On Jan 28th we went to 

Aprende to play for the 6th and 

7th graders during their lunch. I 

interviewed Sierra who is in 7th 

grade. I asked her if she liked it. 

She said "yeah, it was            

entertaining.” A lot of my 

friends liked it." I asked her 

what she liked about the songs. 

She said, “I liked the beat and 

it was fun to listen to during 

lunch.” I thought it was cool 

to go next door an play. I'm 

glad they liked it.  

Next we are going to perform 

on Thursday, February 28th at 

the Taste of Kyrene. Then the 

Fourth Grade is going back to 

Aprende to perform at the Aprende 

band concert on March 4th and the 

Fifth Grade is going to perform at the 

Fifth Grade  musical on March 8th.  



 

Gecko Gazette email 

brigecko@kyrene.org  

The next Gecko                       

Gazette meeting is March 

25th at 7:15 am in                    

Mrs. Audsley’s room.  

Reporters articles are due 

March  23th   
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The First grade classes went on a walking field trip to 

Fry’s Mrs. Carr’s  class is featured above. 


